
Tweet, tweet – making our birds count!

The journey so far and coming up... the 2020 survey



Bringing together people & biodiversity research

• Birds as environmental 

indicators

• Monitoring urban biodiversity

• Engaging New Zealanders

• Providing learning experiences

• Connection to nature

MacLeod 2019 https://datastore.landcareresearch.co.nz/dataset/bird-identification-tips

Rodriguez & MacLeod 2019 https://datastore.landcareresearch.co.nz/dataset/bird-masks

https://datastore.landcareresearch.co.nz/dataset/bird-identification-tips
https://datastore.landcareresearch.co.nz/dataset/bird-masks


Participation – numbersMore than 

50,000
surveys 

completed 
since 2007

MacLeod & Spurr 2019 https://datastore.landcareresearch.co.nz/dataset/nzgbs-2018-participation-trends

https://datastore.landcareresearch.co.nz/dataset/nzgbs-2018-participation-trends


Smart analysis techniques

• % change in bird counts – 14 common species

• Accounting for:

– # of gardens at each spatial scale

– Urban vs. rural setting

– Birds fed or not

– Repeated measures

over time

MacLeod et al 2019 https://datastore.landcareresearch.co.nz/dataset/nzgbs-2018-trend-analysis-methods

https://datastore.landcareresearch.co.nz/dataset/nzgbs-2018-trend-analysis-methods


Bird results - national



Regional trends – tūī 



Regional trends – tauhou 



Trends within region – tauhou 

Brandt et al. 2020 https://datastore.landcareresearch.co.nz/dataset/state-of-nz-garden-birds-2019-reports

https://datastore.landcareresearch.co.nz/dataset/state-of-nz-garden-birds-2019-reports


Participation & engagement

MacLeod and Diprose 2019 https://datastore.landcareresearch.co.nz/dataset/edit/nzgbs-participant-feedback-2014-18

https://datastore.landcareresearch.co.nz/dataset/edit/nzgbs-participant-feedback-2014-18




Our
Partners



Taking part is easy 
1. Select your garden, park, or school

2. Choose ONE day from June 27 - July 5

3. Look and listen for birds for ONE hour

4. Record the HIGHEST number of a bird 

species observed at one time

5. Submit your survey results online at 
gardenbirdsurvey.landcareresearch.co.nz

https://gardenbirdsurvey.landcareresearch.co.nz/




What are you 
doing to help 

make our birds 
count in 2020?



gardenbirdsurvey.landcareresearch.co.nz

Help make our birds count

27 June – 5 July 2020


